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LOTTERY

The Chronicle-Telegram is committed to providing accurate news
coverage. Call us at 329-7155 to let us know about factual errors.

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS

Ohio (Thursday)
Midday Pick 3: 0-3-1, Pick 3: 9-5-8,
Midday Pick 4: 0-3-4-7, Pick 4: 6-7-9-1,
Midday Pick 5: 4-6-0-5-0, Pick 5: 8-5-7-5-7,
Rolling Cash 5: 9-15-19-23-31.
Next Rolling Cash 5 jackpot is $120,000.
Next Classic Lotto jackpot is $15.6 million.

Lucky for Life
THURSDAY: 7-17-18-19-39, Lucky Ball: 9.

Mega Millions
TUESDAY: 9-21-34-42-50, Mega Ball: 21, Megaplier: 2.

Next Mega Millions jackpot is an estimated $444 million.

Powerball
WEDNESDAY: 3-32-34-42-61, Powerball: 7, Power Play: 2.

Next Powerball jackpot is an estimated $350 million.

� In Thursday’s story on the Ohio Senate Education Committee
testimony, Lorain teacher Dan Falk’s last name was misspelled.
� The new board created when the Lorain County Board of
Mental Health and the Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services
Board merge will be made up of 18 members, 10 of whom will
be appointed by Lorain County Commissioners and eight by the
Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. A
story Wednesday had a paragraph that was unclear.
Also, Executive Director Elaine Georgas of the ADAS board said
she had concerns about the process, among which were discus-
sions about appointing people “based on whether they have a
shared philosophy with the commissioners.” She did not say
“shared political philosophy” as was printed.

accounting and inflated num-
bers and the alleged financial
damages to Gibson’s are
“grossly inflated,” Saari testified.

The lawsuit came a year
after an Oberlin College stu-
dent tried to buy alcohol from
Gibson’s using a fake ID and
also tried to shoplift two bot-
tles of wine in November 2016.
Allyn D. Gibson, son of bakery
owner David Gibson, followed
the student out of the store
and got into a physical alterca-
tion with him.

Two other students got
involved. Oberlin police offi-
cers found Allyn D. Gibson,
who is white, on the ground
being assaulted by the stu-
dents, who are black.

For two days after the inci-
dent, numerous Oberlin Col-
lege students protested out-
side the bakery that has been
on West College Street for
more than 100 years, handing
out flyers urging a boycott of
the bakery and accusing its
owners of racial profiling.

The students involved in the
assault and shoplifting
pleaded guilty in August 2017
to misdemeanor charges in
Lorain County Common Pleas
Court, acknowledged on the
record that Allyn D. Gibson
was within his right to detain
the shoplifter and also admit-
ted the incident was not
racially motivated.

When a company suffers
“permanent damage” to its
business, Saari testified, it
can’t recover and get back to
the way things were before the
damage occurred but it also
can’t claim it lost more money
than it was worth. Gibson’s, he
testified, made about $990,000
in revenue in 2010, but had
revenue of only $828,000 by
the end of 2016, when the

protests occurred.
That meant 10 percent of

the business’s total revenue
“had gone away” between
2010 and 2016, most of it prior
to the protests, Saari testified.

Saari testified that Monaco
also misstated lost revenue
from residential and commer-
cial rental properties owned
by the Gibson family, who
have claimed that renters no
longer wanted to be associ-
ated with them after the
protests.

According to Saari, Monaco
inflated the rent the Gibsons
charged at their rental proper-
ties and included in their list
of vacant apartments aban-
doned after the protests one
that Allyn W. Gibson lived in
until he suffered a fall at home
while answering what his fam-
ily said was a knock at his door
by protestors planning to
harass him.

Monaco testified some of
the vacancies were post-
protest, but Saari dismissed
his counterpart’s estimate that
the Gibson family lost any
money over the community’s
or students’ unwillingness to
rent property from them or
park in the family’s pay park-
ing lot in the city.

There is no evidence that
anyone has refused to live in
the Gibson family rental prop-
erties at 189 or 549 W. College
St. due to allegations they
were racially profiling stu-
dents, he said. There also is no
evidence the Gibson’s apart-
ments would be 100 percent
occupied for the next 30 years,
or that the family will suffer
damages as landlords over the
matter, Saari testified.

“I have not seen any docu-
mentation that the vacancies
... will continue for 30 years or
were attributable to Oberlin
College or the protest,” he
said. “That no one will want to
live there is speculative. ... The

premise that Gibson’s apart-
ments would be 100 percent
occupied for 30 years is based
on no evidence.”

Gibson’s sued both the col-
lege and its vice president and
dean of students, Meredith
Raimondo, for libel, interfer-
ence with business relation-
ships, interference with con-
tracts, intentional infliction of
emotional distress and tres-
pass, and the college for negli-
gent hiring, retention and
supervision, in 2017.

The Gibsons have accused
Raimondo and other college
employees of stirring up stu-
dent anger against their busi-
ness and helping students
plan and carry out the
protests, an allegation college
employees and the college
deny.

Saari testified that as a
financial expert, he wasn’t sur-
prised Oberlin College ceased
its business relationship with
the bakery after the lawsuit
was filed.

“I wouldn’t expect to con-
tinue to do business with
someone who has sued me,”
Saari testified.

Chris Jenkins, associate
dean for academic support at
Oberlin College and equity
coordinator at the Oberlin
Conservatory, testified Thurs-
day while he was willing to
help students make flyers to
hand out outside Gibson’s the
day of the protests, he was too
busy and instead directed the
students to go to the Student
Union and use their own
funds.

“Our students, like all peo-
ple, are free to express them-
selves if they do it peacefully
and lawfully,” Jenkins testified.

Jenkins said part of his job is
to “help resolve allegations of
inequality and harassment”
on campus. He testified he
bought pizza for a group of
students about the time of the

protest but did not know if
they were protesters and
denied it was he who wrote
the word “protesters” on a
departmental purchase order
for the pizza, a document that
was entered as evidence at
trial.

Gibson’s attorneys twice
objected to Jenkins’s testi-
mony: Once when he
described “perceived racism”
in reference to student experi-
ences at Gibson’s and another
time when he began to say “I
personally have had moments
in the store ...” before he was
cut off and attorneys held a
sidebar conference with Judge
John Miraldi.

Oberlin College stopped
ordering from the bakery after
the protests, resumed its
orders in January 2017 then
again stopped buying from
Gibson’s after the family filed
suit in November 2017.

Oberlin Police Lt. Michael
McCloskey also testified
Thursday that he expected the
college to be a “socially
responsible community mem-
ber” and try to quell the
protests before they became
violent and required riot
police to keep order.

“I believe there was an
opportunity to be a moderat-
ing voice and prevent the
protest,” he testified.
McCloskey also said he did not
know when the protest was
supposed to happen before it
did, and did not ask college
administrators to stop the
protest.

The Oberlin Police Depart-
ment, he testified, has taken
no position on whether Gib-
son’s or its owners are racist or
take part in racial profiling of
customers or shoplifters.

Thursday was the trial’s 13th
day of testimony, which
resumes at 9 a.m. today.

Contact David O’Brien at 329-7129 or
do’brien@chroniclet.com.

he didn’t believe the amendment
changed the law but rather clarified it.

Manning also said he was con-
cerned about County Administrator
Jim Cordes’ approach to the board’s
appointments.

In a March article in The Chronicle-
Telegram, it stated that Cordes said
the commissioners are likely to
appoint board members who have a
philosophical thinking that’s close to
their own philosophical thinking, say-
ing, ‘‘That’s what appointments to
board are supposed to be about.”

That comment didn’t sit well with
some.

Both Manning and Lorain County
Mental Health Board Executive Direc-
tor Kathleen Kern pointed to the arti-
cle as the initial reason for concern
about the appointment process. After
Cordes made his comments, Manning
made the amendment and it passed
in the transportation bill.

Kern said she spoke with Manning
about the amendment’s language.
She said she was “really taken aback”
after reading Cordes’ comment.

Manning said he mostly spoke with
Kern about the amendment. He also
spoke with ADAS Board Executive
Director Elaine Georgas, though he
said it was about the general issue of
the merger and not the amendment’s
language.

Manning said he doesn’t believe the
commissioners should decide the
philosophy of the next board. The
commissioners, in an interview at The
Chronicle-Telegram on Thursday,
said the philosophy that Cordes refer-
enced was whether potential board
members believed addiction is a
mental health issue and should be
treated as such.

Manning said the amendment was
not influenced by politics, saying he
works well with local Democrats and
just wanted to ensure the commis-
sioners were following the law.
Because all other Ohio counties have

already merged their boards, Lorain
County would be the only place
affected by the new law.

However, the commissioners said
no one told them about the amend-
ment, and they only discovered it
accidentally. They believe the original
law did not require them to take all of
the joint board’s recommendations,
but that the changes would limit their
appointing authority.

Manning did not talk to commis-
sioners about the amendment before
or after it passed because he said it
only clarified what he believed the
law already stated. Neither Kern nor
Georgas told them, either.

“I wasn’t trying to do anything
behind anyone’s back,” Manning said.
“… It doesn’t change anything, just
clarifies it.”

Kern said the board, by design,
should be a step removed from poli-
tics because it helps determine fund-
ing for the programs.

The commissioners said Kern and
other board members have pushed to
get an extension on the merger, citing
the need for more time and more
planning. They said they believed
Kern wanted to extend the time past
July 3 so the amendment would take
effect and they’d lose their appointing
power.

Kern denied that intent and said
there should not be any rush to merge
the boards. She said that there are too
many unknowns with so little time.

Last week, Kern announced she
would resign as the executive director
of the Mental Health Board, citing
concerns with the politics and trans-
parency of the process of merging the
two organizations.

The commissioners said they
haven’t picked any board members
yet and have conducted lengthy inter-
views with possible candidates. They
said they wanted the board to be
reflective of county demographics.

“Bottom line,” Kern said, “we can-
not risk the disruption to client care.”

Contact Laina Yost at 329-7121 or
lyost@chroniclet.com.
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U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Jeff West speaks to students Thursday
after surprising his niece, Alyssa Montgomery, at South Amherst
Middle School on her final day of school before summer break.

After a moment, she ran up to the
stage and embraced her uncle who,
as he said he would, started crying.

White handed over a box of tis-
sues as she clutched one herself.
Jason Montgomery videoed the
entire moment with a smile on his
face.

The eighth-grade choir sang
“Proud to be an American,” and
West stood up and applauded them
after it was over. He thanked the
audience for being there and said he
was “a little jittery and a little
speechless.”

“I was glad that he was here and
he was alive and that he was in the
United States,” Alyssa said. “He
makes me laugh all the time and he
always used to come over for
Thanksgiving. He’s just a really great
guy.”

West has served in the military for
32 years. He was once in the Army
and now serves with the Air Force.
West was part of Operation Desert
Storm and had been stationed in
Syria for nine to 12 months. It is
West’s fourth deployment.

Although he had access to phone
and email in Syria, which he said
was better than Desert Storm, he
said it’s not quite the same as seeing
everyone in person.

West is on leave for about a week
and, after he is finished in Syria, he
said he will retire. West said he knew
he wanted to surprise Alyssa on the
last day of school about a month
ago.

When White called to ask if that
was OK, Gomez and Jennifer
Butchko, the district’s public rela-
tions coordinator, decided they
wanted to do more than that and
planned the surprise.

The school held a reception after-
ward so that students could come
up and thank West for his service.

Contact Laina Yost at 329-7121 or
lyost@chroniclet.com.
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Anika Pundir, 12, of Avon, competes
during the Scripps National Spelling Bee
in Washington, D.C.

Carissa Woytach
The Chronicle-Telegram

An Avon Middle School student and
her family are enjoying the rest of their
time in Washington, D.C., after the
seventh-grader was eliminated from
the 92nd Scripps National Spelling
Bee competition Wednesday.

Anika Pundir, 12, representing
Lorain County on the national stage,
was tripped up by the word “maxim”
during round three of the competi-
tion. Her mother, Arpita Singh, said
they would stay through today and
head back Saturday morning. She said
they would be watching the finals
Thursday.

Singh said they enjoyed watching

Anika on stage and that she did great
during the competition.

“We are proud of her,” Singh said.
Anika passed the preliminary writ-

ten test and correctly spelled
“idiochromatic” in Tuesday’s Round 2.
To qualify for the national bee, she
spelled “Cheka” correct at the
36th annual Educational Service Cen-
ter of Lorain County and The Chroni-
cle-Telegram Spelling Bee in March.

This year was the first year for a new
format of local spelling bees. Rather
than splitting up the bee into two pre-
liminary and one final bee, there was
one large bee.

Contact Carissa Woytach at 329-7245 or
cwoytach@chroniclet.com.

Spelling bee contestant
enjoying her time in D.C.


